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waste site, here or in any other country
around the world.

Finally, and perhaps most important, a yes
vote means that American leadership in this
hemisphere and elsewhere, not only on trade
but in fighting drugs and terrorism and deal-
ing with our other security problems will be
strengthened.

In the post-cold-war world, national secu-
rity requires economic strength and eco-
nomic leadership. If America, with the
world’s strongest economy, withdraws from
nations who want to be our economic part-
ners, they’re much less likely to be our part-
ners in fighting crime and drugs and terror-
ism and the proliferation of dangerous weap-
ons.

A yes vote is a vote for confidence in the
world’s strongest economy. But a no vote
says, ‘‘We don’t want our country to negotiate
lower trade barriers. We’re pulling back.
We’re afraid we can’t compete, and we’re
willing to walk away from our unique world
leadership at this moment.’’

Other countries look at us and ask, ‘‘With
4.7 percent unemployment and 131⁄2 million
new jobs, what could America be afraid of?’’
No other country has an economy so strong
with so much promise.

Now, will some people be hurt if we lower
our already low trade barriers more? Yes.
Though most of our job losses have come
because of technological changes and
changes in consumer buying habits, trade
does cause some. But overall, we’re way
ahead in the last 5 years.

The answer is to help the people who lose
their jobs, for whatever reason, get good new
ones and to do it more quickly. We’ve got
a plan to do that. And we’re already spending
more than twice as much as we were when
I took office helping dislocated workers.

By expanding trade, we expand oppor-
tunity for working families and give more and
more of them a shot at the American dream.
It’s working. Why in the world would we turn
back now?

I ask every Member of Congress, Repub-
lican and Democrat alike, to look to the fu-
ture. Cast the vote you know is right. If we
move to seize the opportunities of this new
time and to help the people in the commu-
nities who need an extra push to get ahead,

then our country will enter the 21st century
stronger than ever before.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 6:48 p.m. on
November 7 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
8.

Statement on the Special Report of
the Presidential Advisory Committee
on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
November 8, 1997

Our administration has made it a priority
to care for and compensate Gulf war veterans
who have fallen ill. The First Lady and I were
both troubled by the pain and frustration
these veterans felt. We have been deter-
mined to find out why they are sick, to make
public the facts as we learned them, and to
apply the lessons of the Gulf war for the fu-
ture. In May 1995, I asked some of America’s
best doctors and scientists, as well as Gulf
war veterans, to undertake an independent
and open review of the Government’s re-
sponse to our veterans’ health care concerns.
Now, the Presidential Advisory Committee
I established has delivered its Special Report.
I thank its Chairman, Dr. Joyce Lashof, and
the other members for their outstanding
work and for extending their efforts 10
months beyond their original mandate. Based
on their recommendations, I am taking the
following actions:

First, to better care for and compensate
our veterans: We will work to establish a new
benefits system that will ensure that Gulf war
veterans receive treatment and compensa-
tion for all illnesses linked to service in the
Gulf even if we cannot identify the direct
cause. We will ask the National Academy of
Sciences to review the ongoing scientific re-
search regarding the connections between all
reported illnesses and Gulf war service so we
have the fullest understanding of the health
consequences of that service. In addition, we
will work with Congress on legislation to
guarantee that this system of benefits is
maintained in all administrations to come.

Second, to deepen our understanding of
why Gulf war veterans might have gotten
sick: We will dedicate $13.2 million for new
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research on low-level exposure to chemical
agents and other possible causes of illness.

Third, to make sure our veterans and the
public know all the facts and have full con-
fidence in DOD’s fact finders: Former Sen-
ator Warren Rudman has agreed to lead an
oversight board to ensure that the Defense
Department’s ongoing investigations into
events in the Gulf meet the highest stand-
ards.

Fourth, to apply the lessons we have
learned for the future: I am directing the De-
partments of Defense and Veterans Affairs
to create a new Force Health Protection Pro-
gram. Every soldier, sailor, airman, and ma-
rine will have a comprehensive, lifelong med-
ical record of all illnesses and injuries they
suffer, the care and inoculations they receive,
and their exposure to different hazards.
These records will help us prevent illness and
identify and cure those that occur.

From the beginning, I vowed that we
would not rest until we uncovered all the
facts about Gulf war illnesses and used that
knowledge to improve the health of our vet-
erans, their families, and all who serve our
Nation, now and in the future. As Veterans
Day approaches, we are continuing work to
fulfill that pledge. The men and women of
our Armed Forces put everything on the line
for us. I am determined that we show the
same resolve for them.

Remarks at the Human Rights
Campaign Dinner
November 8, 1997

The President. Thank you. Well, you have
just made me feel the way I did——

Audience member. We love you, Bill.
The President. Thank you. I sort of feel

the way I did when I made my very first
speech as a public official more than 20 years
ago now. You know, Elizabeth just stood up
here and gave that magnificent speech.
Wasn’t she great? [Applause] She actually
said about everything that could be said.
[Laughter] And then you gave me this won-
derful welcome, which makes me reluctant
to say anything. [Laughter]

And I was sitting up here—I was thinking,
somehow flashing back to my mind, this re-

minded me of a Rotary Club banquet I spoke
at once. [Laughter] And I’ll tell you why.
Here’s what happened. Only the punch line
is the same, but you’ll have to listen to this.

I had just taken office as attorney general
almost 21 years ago, and they asked me to
speak to this Rotary Club banquet. And there
were 500 people there. The dinner started
at 6:30. I didn’t get up to speak till a quarter
to 10. [Laughter] Everybody that was at this
banquet got introduced but three people,
and they went home mad. [Laughter] The
guy who got up to introduce me was so nerv-
ous he didn’t know what to do. And we had
been there forever, and he finally said—and
he didn’t mean it this way, but here’s what
he said, he said, in my introduction, he said,
‘‘You know, we could have stopped here and
have had a very nice evening.’’ [Laughter]
And we could have stopped with the ap-
plause and Elizabeth’s speech and had a
great evening.

I’m delighted to be here. I thank the
Members of Congress who are here. I con-
gratulate your honorees. I know that a num-
ber of my recent appointees are here, includ-
ing Virginia Apuzzo, our new Assistant for
Management and Administration, Fred
Hochberg, John Berry, Jim Hormel—
where’s Jim Hormel? He’s here—Jesse
White, Hal Creel.

Now, Hal Creel is now the most popular
person I have appointed, in the Congress,
because the Maritime Commission broke the
impasse on the Japanese ports, which de-
stroys another stereotype here. I am so grate-
ful for what they did, and a lot of Americans
are going to have a decent income because
of it, and I want to thank him for that.

We have a lot of people here from the
White House, as well. I want to thank Rich-
ard Socarides, Marsha Scott, Karen
Tramantano, Sean Maloney, Tom Shea, and
our AIDS czar, Sandy Thurman, for all their
work. And because it’s dark here, I would
like to ask everyone who works for this ad-
ministration in any department of the Fed-
eral Government or who has an appointment
in any way to please stand, including the
White House. [Applause] Thank you.

A little more than 6 years ago, I had this
crazy idea that I ought to run for President.
[Laughter] Only my mother thought I could
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